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REFLECTIONS ON THE 


Jupas no doubt joined our 
Zor’ at first with the same in- 
definite expectations as did the 
other diseiples, ignorant of his 
spiritual character and antici- 
pating some distinguished 
worldly etebioem e ap- 

ears, however, always ‘to have 
baal a man of dark and sordid 
perpersts and to have interested 

imself so much in the peeunia- 
ry concerns of the company of 
the disciples, that he was ehosen 
to keep the purse which con- 
tained the little stock of the 
fond family of eur Lord. The 
stock, which was partly expend. 
ed in the occasional purchase 
of provisions, but chiefly in the 
relief of the many poor whe 
erowded about our Lord, was 
entrusted ‘it seems te & man 
who abused the confidenee re- 
posed in him, by purloining from 
the sacred treasury for his own 
selfish purposes. Jesus, dis- 
eovering the increasing hold 
that the leve of money was 
gaining of the mind of Judas, 
and perhaps aware of the crime 
to which it would at length im- 
pel him, attempted, more than 
onee, in the most mild and secrét 
manner to awaken in him a 
sense of his own character, and 
if possible change his base in- 
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CHARACTER OF JUDAS. 


tentions. It was immediately 
after the restoration of Lazarus 
to life, that our Saviour and hi 
disciples met at the house 
Martha his sister. The océa- 
sion was the most joyful that 
could be imagined. A brother 
had just been restored from the 
tomb to the arms of his affee- 
tienate sistets. They were sit- 
ting down to supper, whea Mar 
attempts to express her lore a 
respect for Jesus by anointin 
him in the oriental manner wit 
a pure and eostly perfume. 
One would have thought that at 
such a festival of joy, and in 
sight of such an act of the most 
amiable and grateful generosity, 
ever the heart of this avaricious 
man might have epened, and 
his mean selfishness have yield- 
ed to some transient sympathies 
with the delighted family. But 
no! The first thought which 
struck was, “I have lest by 
this contribution. The expense 
of this ointment is wasted. It 
might have been ¢anverted into 
money,and placed in my hands.” 
He eannot conceal his disap- 
pointment. ae was not 
this sold fer three hundréd de- 
narii, abd given to the poor.” 
Jesus, who knew the secret de- 
pravity of his motives, vindie . 
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cates the generosity of Mary ; 
and Judas, who secretly felt 
every word of his remarks as a 
reproach, leaves the room with 
stifled resentment, and goes to 
conclude his bargain with the 
high priests, promising for thjr- 
ty pieces of silver to deliver up 
the leader, whose disinterested 
and generous character had be- 
come too mortifying a contrast 
to his own, and whose unaspir- 
ing claims had disappointed his 
own ambitious expectations. 

On the morning which pre- 
ceded the day of erucifixion, the 
disciples and their master meet 
again at the supper. Judas 

oins them also, no doubt for an 
opportunity to execute his pur- 
poses. 

Though our Saviour’s insinu- 
ation that he knew the charac- 
ter of this man had failed of re- 
covering him, yet on this ocea- 
sion he attempts again to touch 
his heart with remorse by une- 
quivocally declaring that he 
was aware that one of those at 
table should betray him. The 
disciples seem struck with sor- 
row and wonder, and begin 
every one to ask, “ Lord is it 1? 
Is it i?” Our. Saviour replies 
in so tender a manner as, with- 
out designating the criminal 
and exposing him to the open 
detestation of the company, 
might shake the perpose and 
melt the heart of Judas. His 
language seems directly ad- 
dressed to the feelings of the 
traitor, and is ealculated both 
to move him to tenderness and 
impress him with fear. “ The 
son of man goeth as is written 
of him. But alas for that man 
‘by whom the Son of man is 
« Ba to be delivered up! Good 
were it for that man if he had 
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not been born!” Then John, 
who sat next to Jesus, asks him 
privately, at the request of Pe- 
ter, who it was. Jesus answers 
in the same low voice, so as not 
to be heard by the rest of the 
disciples, “It is he to whom f 
shall give a sop when I have 
dipped it.” And when he had 
dipped the sop he gave it to 
Judas Iseariot, the son of Si- 
mon.. Then said Jesus unto 
him, “ What thou doest, do 
quickly.”? Now no man at the 
table knew why Jesus spake 
this unto him. But Judcs, it 
appears, conscious of his own 
guilt, instantly conceived that 
by this action he was singled 
out as the traitor, and fired with 
indignation he says angrily to 
Jesus, as if defying the accu- 
sation or contemning our Lord’s 
knowledge of his inteutions, 
*“* Master, is it f ?? and which 
he has no sooner spoken than 
he leaves the room, resolved to 
execute his diabelical design. 
It seems that Jesus had in- 
formed the disciples in the hear- 
ing of Judas that he should re- 
tire after supper to the garden 
of Gethsemane; and Judas took 
care to convey this information 
directly to the ehief priests, 
who instantly concluded that it 
would be a most favourable 
place for the apprehension of 
Jesus. It was near the temple, 
where the Jewish council held 
their sittings. It was a retired 
spot, where there was no dan- 
ger of disturbance from a mul- 
titude, who in the night espe- 
cially would be ignorant of what 
or it is evident 
from all the circumstances of 
our Saviour’s arrest, from the 
recipitaney of his trial, and 
rom the importunity of the 





chief priests that Pilate would 
pass the sentence and hasten 
the execution, that they feared 
to the very last an insurrection 
of the people in a city so crowd- 
ed with inhabitants as was Je- 
rusalem at the time of the pass- 
over. 

Jesus is pointed out to the 
armed band sent to arrest him, 
by an insidious act of Judas 
which defies all comment. He 
is hurried away, and soon con- 
demned. ‘The revenge of Judas 
is accomplished, and he has re- 
eeived also the price of his 
treachery. But seeing, as it 
seems, contrary to his expecta- 
tions, that Jesus was entirely in 
the power of his enemies, and 
that without using any means 
to eseape ; seeing also that the 
malice of the priests was about 
tu be carried to an extremity 
which he did not anticipate, 
even to the erucifixion of his 
master, he repents of his base- 
ness. and, oppressed with insup- 
portable remorse, he hastens to 
the chief priests and throws 
down the price of his treachery, 
and wnahle to endure, the re- 

roaches and terrors of his 
thoughts, he dies in anguish and 
horror, leaving these last and 
memorable words, “ I have sin- 
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ned in that I have betrayed the 
innocent blood.” 

This testimony of Judas not 
only establishes the innocence 
of our Lord, but his history il- 
lustrates the purity and excel- 
lence of our religion. Judas 
entered the company of the dis- 
ciples with worldly and inter- 
ested views. He expected to 
find in our Lord a person who 
would promote and reward his 
ambition, and indulge and grat- 
ify his avarice. It appears 
that he was disappaidted, He 
found his mistake, and was en- 
raged. He had intruded into a 
company, not one of whem had 
feelings congenial to his own, 
and he never could cherish for 
our Lord that respect which in- 
spired the breasts of the other 
apostles. Hence his treache 
and indignant retreat from their 
society. Every thing he found 
there revolted his low minded 
aud mercenary character. It 
was not the place forhim. He 
could not breathe so pure an 
air. He could not endure so 
holy a society! Indeed, it is an 
illustrious confirmation of the 
purity of our religion that it 
could not attract and retain 
such a man.as Judas. 

B. 


a oe 


@N THE CAUSES BY WHICH THE PACIFICO TENDENCY OF THR 


GOSPEL 


In our Number for June an 
article was introduced entitled 
‘* Inquiries relating to the mode 
of redemption by Jesus Christ,” 
in whieh it was shown that the 
views which had been entertain- 
ed had failed of producing those 
happy fruits which might rea- 
sonably have been expected, 


HAS BEEN SUBVERTED. 


from a religion sé benevolent 
and pacific, as that revealed b 
the Messiah. On this groun 
it was proposed to inquire, 
whether other views of the 
mode of redemption might not 
probably have a more salutary 
influence. The article on 


“ Justification,” which appeared 
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in the Namber for August, re- 
lated to the general inqui 
In this article I shall attempt 
te show some of the eauses by 
which the paeifie tendency of 
the gospel has been subverted. 

Although seme men may be 
found in every denomination of 
Christians, who habitually vio- 
late their own avowed princi- 
ples, yet it will not be denied 
that the opinions which men 
entertain of the way of salva- 
tion must naturally have con- 
siderable influence on their 
hearts and on their practice,— 
especially those opinions whieh 
they regard as essential toa 
Christian character and the sal- 
vation of the soul. 

All the various sects of Chris- 
tians prefessedly admit this 
truth, 'Fhat “ God so loved the 
world that he gave his only be- 

tten Son, that whosoever be- 

eveth in him shall not perish 
but have everlasting life.” Yet 
very different opinions have 
been entertained, not only in 
respect to the personal dignity 
of the Son of God, but also in 
regard to the design of his mis- 
sion and death, and the manner 
in which sinners are redeemed 
and saved threugh him. On 
these and other subjects the 
Christian world has been for 
ages filled with unchristian con- 
troversy. 

That the various opinions 
which have been entertained are 
all equally adapted te influence 
the hearts of men to a course of 
self-denying obedience, F shall 
not assert, neither do I believe, 
that such is the fact. Still I 
believe that the most correct 
doctrinal views of our Saviour’s 
dignity and the design of his 
mission and death, may totally 
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fail ef their genuine influence, 
in consequence of indulging a 
spirit of contention and censure 
iu supporting and defending 
them; and also by making a 
belief in those opinions a sub- 
stitute fur that obedience which 
they were designed and adapted 
to preduce. | 

A master of a vessel may 
have uncommon skill in the art 
of navigation ; yet if he spends 
his time in contention about 
some of the doctrines which 
pertain to that art, and thus ne- 
glects his compass and the bu- 
siness of steering his own ship, 
he is more likely to be cast a- 
way than another man of less 
information and who knows only 
enough to steer his ship well, 
but is. duly mindful of his com- 

ss and his duty. 

The precepts and example 
ef Christ are the compass by 
which every Christian should 
steer his course to obtain the 
promised land. Thus says the 
eaptain of our salvation—* If 
any man will be my diseiple, 
let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me.” 
“ This is my commandment that 

e love one another as I have 
Loved you.” “By this shall 
all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples if ye have love one to 
another.” “Then are ye my 
friends if ye do whatsoever I 
have commanded you.” “ But 
I say unto you, love your ene- 
mies—that ye may be the ehil- 
dren of your Father who is in 
heaven.” ‘“ Forgive and ye 
shall be forgiven.” Such is the 
way pointed out by our Saviour 
for men to become his disciples, 
the children of God and Tabs 
of heaven. In no instance did 
he make any one of the myste- 





rious doctrines, abeut which 
Christians have been so long 
contending, either the compass 
to direct their course, or the 
eriterion of discipleship, or the 
condition of eterval life. 

By whatever means the minds 
of people are diverted from the 
true Christian compass they are 
in danger of shipwreck. hen 
any particular rite or ceremony, 
or any article of faith, expressed 
im language foreign to the serip- 
tures, is made a test of eharac- 
ter and urged with vehemence 
as though it were the one thing 
needful ; it not only tends to 
exeite animosity but to divert 
the attention of people from the 
rule of life, and to lead them to 
trust ina name to live while 
they are dead. But unforte- 
nately such a eourse of teach- 
ing has been too commonly pur- 
sued for many eenturies, in 
every country of Christendom. 
One party dogma or another 
has been made.a subject of 
wrangling and censure 3; by 
whieh means Christians bave 
been agitated, alienuted, and 
divided into hostile parties ; and 
in ten thousand instances they 
have been so bewildered by eon- 
troversies as to faney that they 
were displaying true Christian 
love in tormenting and destroy- 
ing one another. 

In reading ecclesiastical his- 
tory, it is enough to make a be- 
nevolent man weep, to observe 
the divisions and dissensions a- 
mong professed Christians,— 
their wars and their persecu- 
tions, and the laring nonsense 
and palpable abeurdifies which 
have in one age or another been 
made tests of charaeter, or 


grounds of angry centroversy. 
From Dr. Campbell's 14th 


Causes of the Subversion of the Gospel. 









































2614 


Lecture on Ecelesiastieai His- 
tory, I will state two or three 
uestions which formerly agi- 
tated the chureh—-—questions 
which were onee regarded as 
very important :— 

in the time of pope Hor- 
misdas, and some of his sueces- 
sors, the following question: 
made considerable noise-—+ 
Whether we ought to say, “ one 
of the trinity suffered in the 
flesh,” or “one person of the 
trinity suffered in the flesh.” 
“In this squabble, says the doe- 
tor, emperors, popes and patri- 
arehs engaged with great fury.” 

The dispute between Nesto- 
rius and Cyril was on this ques- 
tion—* Whether the virgin 
Mary might be denominated 
more properly “ the mother 
God, or the mother of him that 
is God ?” “ This notable ques- 
tion raised a eosflagration in 
the ehureh, and proved in the 
east the source ef infinite mis- 
ehief, hatred, violenee and per- 
secution !” 

“ It is reported of the emper- 
or Constantine Copronymus, 
that he asked the patriarch, 
‘What harm there would be in 
calling the virgin Mary the 
mother of Clirist. God preserve 
you, answered the patriarch, 
fromentertaining such a thought. 
Do you not see how Nestorius 
ts anathematized for this by the 
whole church?” ‘I only asked 
for my own information, replied 
the emperor, but let it go no 
farther” “A few hatieal 
strokes like this, ebserves the 
dector, are enough to make the 
people of that age appear te 
those of the present as not many 
removes from (® 

“ Nestorius was shocked at 
the innovations in Ianguage— 
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the mother of God ; the eternal 
God was born ; the impassible 
suffered ; the immortal and only 
true God expired in agonies.”’ 
fle was tried by the eouneil of 
Ephesus and received the fol- 
lowing sentence :—* Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, against whom the 
most wicked Nestorius has lev- 
elled his blasphemiés, declares 
him, by the mouth of this coun- 
eil, deprived of the episcopal 
dignity, and eut off from the 
communion of the episcopal or- 
der.” Such was the wisdom of 
an ecclesiastical council ! 
St. Ann was supposed to be 
the mother of Mary ; and in 
the time of Clement XI. in the 
beginning of the last century, 
** some affected to style St. Ann 
the grandmether of God.” The 
question was referred to the 
pope—* his holiness thought fit 
to suppress the title as being in 
his judgement offensive to pious 
ears.” This, in the opinion of 
Dr. Campbell, was a decision 
in favor of Nestorius. But he 
adds, *'To say of Ann that she 
was the mother of the mother of 
God, which they admit, and to 
say that she was God’s grand- 
mother, which they reject, are 
absolutely the same. The sole 
spring of offence is in the first 
step—if that be admitted, the 
propriety of such expressions as 
God's grandmother, or grand- 
father, «uncle, aunt or cousin, 
follows of course.” | 
. No reasonable man, I think, 
ean pretend that the clergy of 
former times might not have 
been better employed, than in 
filling the world with tumult 
and contention about questions 
and doctrines like these ; yet it 
must be confessed that not a few 
of the articles, about. which 
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there has been contention, even 
unto blood, are as perfectly use- 
Jess and unauthorized, if not so 
shocking in the form of expres- 
sion, as those which have been 
mentioned. By the fire of con- 
tention and the decisions of 
councils insufferable absurdi- 
ties have been manufactured 
into essential articles of faith, 
and criterions of Christian and 
ministerial fellowship ; and 
those who have dissented frown 
them have been censured as 
hereties and condemned to per- 
ish in the flames. 

By such unhappy and dis- 
graceful controversies the minds 
of Christians were turned away 
from the holy commandments of 
the Lord Jesus; and the most 
flagrant violations of his pre- 
cepts were committed under the 
pretext of contending earnestly 
for the faith once delivered to 
the saints. 

If instead of giving counte- 
nance to such “ vain janglings” 
the ministers of the Christian 
religion had uniformly fixed 
their own attention and the at- 
tention of their hearers on the 
amiable nature of Christianit 
as it was taught by the Messia 
—exhibiting it as consisting es- 
sentially in conformity of heart 
and practice to the moral pre- 
cepts of the gospel,—is it not 
probable, to say the least, that 
the state of things in Christen- 
dom would have been far better 
than it is at the present day ? 
The Christian religion is that 
wisdom which is from above, 
which is first pure, then peace- 
able ; and so far as it is under- 
stood and cordially embraced, 
it will assuredly restrain men 
from seeking. each others ruin, 
and will dispose them to seek 





each others good. Yet it is un- 
deniable that for ages, the 
Christian nations have been as 
much addicted to war and vio- 
lenee, as either the Mahome- 
tans or the Pagans. Indeed, of 
the many sects of Christians, 
there have been but a few who 
seem to have perceived the in- 
consistency between the fash- 
ionable modes of distressing or 
destroying, and doing unto oth- 
ers as they would that others 
should do unto them. Is it rea- 
sonable to suppose that such 
would have been the case had 
proper pains been taken to im- 
press on the minds of people 
from their childbood the infinite 
importance of possessing and 
displaying the spirit of Christ, 
and the infinite danger of in- 
dulging a spirit of bitterness, 
envy or revenge ? Had as much 
pains been taken and as much 
zeal been manifested, to per- 
suade men to live in peace, as 
have been displayed in support 
of party opinions and to keep 
alive a spirit of censure, intole- 
rance and animosity, Christians 
of different opinions might have 
known before this time “‘ how 
good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in 
unity.”” They would also have 
had more ground on which to 
defend the Christian religion 
against the reproaches and sar- 
easms of unbelievers ; they 
would have been able to produce 
the peaceable fruits of righteous- 
ness, as proof of the tendene 
of their religion to subdue the 
hearts of men, and to render 
them meek, benevolent and for, 
giving 

Is it not preposterous for 
Christians to talk of the hum- 
dling tendency of their opinions 
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—of feeling the power and tast- 
ing the sweetness of religion, 
while in fact all the religion 


they have is not sufficient to — 


restrain their tongues and pens 
from the most cruel calumnies, 
nor their hands from shedding 
the blood of their brethren. In 
view of such inconsistency a 
Paul might well say, “ My 
brethren, these things ought not 
so to be.” Yet so they have 
been, not only among Roman 
Catholies, but among the most 
numerous denominations of Pro- 
testants. 

it would be easy to mention 
partieular doctrines, which have 
a tendency to encourage a hope 
of salvation by Jesus Chris 
without becoming his disciples 
in temper and practice. But as 
the deplorable defects which 
have been mentioned have not 
been confined to any particular 
seet, it is more reasonable, as 
weil as more candid, to account 
for them on the ground of error 
which has been common to the 
various denominations in which 
these defects have prevailed. 

It has not been intended to 
insinuate that ministers of any 
sect of Christians have wholly 
neglected to urge respect for the 
preeepts and example of Christ, 
and to speak of them as very 
excellent ; but the intention has 
been to evince, that other thin 
have too commonly been ma 


the test of a Christian charae- ; 


ter, and that a beliefin the o- 
pinions of a party has been 
treated as of higher importance 
than a Christian temper and 
practice. How often have men 
of the most amiable dispositions 
and exemplary. lives, been re- 
proached, denounced, harassed 
in various forms, or consigned 
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to the flames, for merely dis- 
senting from some absurd or un- 
intelligible proposition which 
the spirit of party had convert- 
ed into an essential article of 
faith ? But when have men 
beeu treated in this severe man- 
ner, for acompliance with any 
of the fashionable modes of vio- 
lating the moral precepts of the 
gospel P 

Among the Cathelies, a man 
might retain a good standing in 
the church while he lived in the 
habitual violation of gospel pre- 
eepts ; but if he denied the su- 
premacy of the pepe or the in- 
fallibility of couneils, or other 
dogmas of the chureh, he must 
suffer the most cruel punish- 
ment. Among many sects of 
Protestants, similar distinetions 
have been made, between the vi- 
olation of the laws of Christ 
and a dissent from their respec- 
tive creeds. Such things plain- 
ly evinee that the precepts of 
the gospel have not been regard- 
ed as the standard of Christian 
piety, nor as the best eriterion 
of moral excellence, nor as the 
surest guide to heaven. 

Those who have dissented 
from the creed of the majority 
in any country, have too often 
followed the example of those 
from whom they dissented, and 
treated their own peculiar opin- 
ions as a better test of character 
than the laws and example of 
Christ ; and instead of adopt- 
ing the golden rule in their treat- 
ment of dissenters from their 
ereed, they have done to others 
the very things of which they 
had complained when done te 
themselves. 

Perhaps persons of every sect, 
who have idolized party ereeds 
and preferred them to the laws 
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of Christ, have also imagined 
that their respective opinions 
were so plainly revealed that 
nothing but a depraved heart 
could aececunt for their being 
rejected by any of their breth- 
ren. Whether this opinion o- 
riginated in ignorance, inatten- 
tion, or in the very fault which 
they have imputed to others, 
God will decide. But it is be- 
lieved that men of much obser- 
vation, eandour and reflection, 
are aware that by the influence 
ef education and other causes, 
gross errors have often appear- 
ed to honest minds as truths 


plainly revealed. 


What has been brought to 
view in this article may proba- 
bly be regarded as the principal 
means of subverting the paeifie 
tendency of the gospel. Other 
causes have doubtless co-operat- 
ed in producing the dreadful re- 
sults. But had the ministers of 
religion uniformly directed their 
own attention and the attention 
of others to the pacific example 
and laws of the Messiah, as the 
rule of life, as the standard by 
which human characters and 
human actions should be es- 
timated, and as the surest test 
of discipleship; the Christian 
name would not have been dis- 
graced by perpetual wranglings 
about human creeds, by the fires 
of persecution, and by an end- 
less catalogue of Christian 
wars. 

“ To obey is better than sacri- 

ce.” To obey the precepts of 
the Messiah is bette? than to 
offer them in sacrifice to the pop- 
ularity of a party, or party con- 
fessions of faith. To obey and 
follow the Lamb is better than 
to sacrifice the peaee of the 
ckavch, the peace of society, the 








































comfort and the lives of men, to 
the ambition or honour of the 
aspiring, or to any confession or 
creed of human invention. 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is 
“ goad tid ngs to the poor” and 
illiterate. Itis adapted to their 
understandings and their wants. 
They may find their way to 
heaven without a liberal educa- 


Defects in Public Worship. 
character, the usefulness, the 













lion, if their eyes and their 
hearts are Fireeled by the com- 
mands of the Prince of peace ; 
and their comfort, peace and sal- 
vation, ought not to be sacrific- 
ed or endangered, by inferesting 
their passions in the quarrels 
about such articles of faith as 
were never enjoined by the Sav- 
iour, and which neither they nor 
their teachers can understand. 


oe 


DEFECTS IN 


Mr. Eprron, 

‘Tae remarks «in 
Number, relating to 
Services in Publie have eanght 
my attention. I think them 
seasonable, and hope they may 
not be without their use. ‘The 
apparent inattention of many 
worshippers, in most congrega- 
tions, is much to be Jamented as 
a sign that all is not right ; for 
where there is any thing of the 
gen of godliness, there cannot 

ut be something of the forny 
People reverse the direetion of 
the apostle, and instead of a- 
voiding every appearance of 


our last 
ligious 


evil, seem anxious above all, to. 


avoid the appearance of , 
These things ought not so Oe, 
and we cannot but hope that 
those who may see these hints, 
may be led by them, to maintain 
a more decent and respectful 
deportment in the house of God. 
itis probably mere habit and 
thoughtlessness in many, who 
will at once acknowledge and 
correct the impropriety, upon 
its being mentioned to them. 
We would earnestly entreat 
them yet more, to cultivate the 
spirit of piety, and learn to love, 
Vol. V.—No. 9, 


PUBLIC WORSHIP, 


For the Christian Disciple. 


as Christians ought, the solemn 
moments in which addresses are 
made to the great Father. 
The piece to which I have 
alluded, contains serious admio- ~ 
nitions addressed to the clergy, 
which deserve and undoubtedly 
will receive their careful atten- 
tion. But while they are warn- 
ed in regard to the mode of per- 
forming the service themselves, 
there are many who need to be 
admonished no less respeeting - 
their mode of attending the per- 
formance of others. Ministers 
no less than people, are some- 
fimes guilty of being present 
when prayers are offered, as if 
with a total ignorance of the 
purpose of devotion ; as if they 
were “listeners rather than 
worshippers ;” or indeed somé- 
times as if they were spectators 
rather than listeners. I have 
been surprised and mortified at 
the carelessness, indecorum, and 
listlessness, with which I have 
seen ministers stand and: look 
during this exercise ; nay, even 
ministers whom I perso 
knew to be of unquestionable 
and deep piety. Il-have seen 
them in their own pulpits when 
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prayers were offered by one of 
their brethren, looking around 
upen the congregation with to- 
tal uneoncern, as if they had 
nothing to do but to see whether 
the people were there. And 
what is the consequence of this 
thoughtlessness of demeanour ? 
It is that the people are enceur- 
aged in doing the same, and 
therefore half our assemblies 
are staring instead of praying. 
They see that men, whom they 
respect for their Christian 
knowledge and practice, whom 
they have every - reason to be- 
lieve sincerely and humbly 
devout, and worshippers of 
God in spirit and in truth,— 
that these men appear to 
think attention to religious 
worship a thing of small im- 
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portance, and hence they think 
so too, . 

It is painful, Mr. Editor, to 
speak of the faults of men whom 
we honour; yet if they will 
correct them we shall honour 
them more, and think something 
gained to the eause of Chris- 
tianity and the efficacy of Chris- 
tian worship. Ministers are 
but men, imperfect and liable 
to err like other men, and there- 
fore occasionally needing cor- 
rection, It was so even among 
the apostles. Paul withstood 
Peter to the face because he was 
to be blamed ; and I hope that 
those, who are now to be blain- 
ed, will receive these hints. of 
mine with equal good will and 
forbearance, 


—aa 


THE CHRISTIAN CABINET FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 


Tne-time of youth is the 
most favourable season for ac- 
quiring useful knowledge and 
virtuous habits, ‘The habits 
which are ae in youth will 

nerally have influenee through 
fife, and perhaps to eternity. 

“Train up a child in the 
way he shenld go, and when he 
is old he will not depart from 
“at.” Such is the language of 
Solomon ; and with equal truth 
if may be said—Train up a 
child in the way he should not 
go. and when he is old he will 
seldom depart from it. There 
are exceptions in both cases ; 
‘hut such being the general in- 
fluence of education and habit, 
-it is very important that chil- 
dren should have the best in- 
structions. — 

Is there no.ground to say that 
in our country the rising gene- 


ration have been too much neg- 
leeted in the public instructions 
from the pulpit ? Have they not 
also been too much overlooked 
in conducting periodical works 
of a moral and religious ehar- 
acter P 

Young people, as well as the 
aged, are fond of being treated 
with respect and attention; and 
their minds are apt to be at- 
tracted by such instructions as 
are adapted to their capacities, 
if particularly. addressed to 
them. 

As young people form a large 
and interesting part of every 
society, should not public in- 
structions be communicated in a 
style and manner suited to en- 
lighten their minds and interest 


their hearts? Should they not 


often be the objects of particu- 
Jar attention, and he addressed 








in such a form that they will be : 


naturally led to regard the in- 

structions or admonitions as 
particularly designed for their 
enefit P 

Impressed with what is be- 
lieved to be the proper answers 
to these questions, we shall in 
future, under the general title 
of Tue Curistian Casinet 
FoR Younc Peopte, devote a 
number of pages to the particu- 
lar object of doing good to the 
rising generation. It is our in- 
tention that the pages thus de- 
voted shall be filled with arti- 
eles both useful and entertaining 
—articles adapted to enlighten 
ihe mind and mend the heart, 
to reform and regulate the prac- 
tiee, to exeile a just abhorrence 
of vice, and the love of virtue 
and religion. 7 

Some of the vices of youth 

are derived from evil examples 
and pernicious instructions. 
Other vices may perhaps be said 
to be the natural fruit of igno- 
rance, or the want of goed in- 
struction. Many of the vices 
of the young are derived from 
‘the influence of evil customs 
which had be¢ome popular be- 
fore they were born, and which 
influence has perhaps never 
heen counteracted by good ad- 
vice and friendly admonition. 

It is not uncommon for chil- 
dren, for young people, and even 
for men and women, to appear 
proud of some things which are 
really vieious—injurious both 
to themselves and others, and 
of which they would not have 
been guilty had they been sea- 
Sonably and properly instructed. 
Among these may he mentioned 
many instances of ¢ruelty to an- 
imals, and also to fellow beings. 
By indulging in eruelty to ani- 
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mals children are prepared for 
eruelties of almost every de- 
scription. pa 

ext to the fear and love of 
God, nothing appears mare a- 
miable in children, than a kind 
and ténder disposition towards 
the creatures which God has 
made; and nothing more detes- 
table, than a spirit of: cruelty 
and torture. Children who are 
aecustomed to find pleasure in 
the pains and torments of ani- 
mals will soon be prepared to 
sport 
“And revel in the torments of man- 

kind.” 

But this spirit of cruelty and 
torture is the proper fruit of ed- 
ucation. It is abundantly eyi- 
dent from the history of differ- 
ent nations, that ¢hildren may 
be taught to treat with tender- 
ness, and even religious respect, 
aly of the creatures of Gods 
and if such be the power of ed- 
ueation, it is certainly possible 
to banish from society every 
custom of wanton cruelty td 
man or beast, 


No. I. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF CHILDREN: 


“And they brought youn 
children to him that he should 
touch them; and his disciples 
rebuked those that brought 
them. But when Jesus saw it 
he was mueh displeased, and 
said unto them—Suffer the Jittle 
children to come unto me and 
forbid them not; for of such is 
the kingdom of God. Verily I 
say unto you, whosoever shall 
not reeeive the kingdom of Ged 
asa little child, he shall not 
enter therein. And he took 
them up in his arms, put his 
hands upon them, and blessed 
them.” Mark x. 13-16, , 
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This portion of history sug- 
gests several interesting ideas 
in relation to children, and to 
the temper which men must 

essess to enter, into the king- 
v8 of God. This passage has 
however occasioned some diver- 
sity of opinion among Chris- 
tians. But we may avoid the 
controverted questions and still 
say, that Jesus Christ has taught 
us, that little children are ob- 
jects of great importance, and 
hat they should be brought to 
him. All he said and all he 
did respecting them is in favour 
of these ideas ; and his opinion 
is worthy of the highest re- 

ard. 
Little children are of as great 
importance in the world as men 
and women, All the great and 
good among men ef former ages, 
and of the present age, were 
once little children; and the 
young children of the present 
time will soon supply the places 
of their parents. 

In a future day the leading 
characters in church and state 
must all be from among the lit- 
tle children of the present time. 
The fature teachers of schools, 
academies and eolleges—-the 
ministers of religion and the 
various descriptions of authors 
or writers—the legislators, and 
judges of courts—the governors 
of the several states, and the 
presidents of the United States, 
must all be formed of sueh ma- 
terials as the young children 
whom we now see in the arms 
of their mothers, or playing a- 
bont the streets, : 

Some perhaps would add— 
that of the little children of this 
day and of this country, there 
will arise some great erals 
or leaders of armies, who shall 


i 
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acquire high renown by havock 
and manslughter ! We indeed 
fear that such may be the lot 
of some little children ; but we 
hope better things for them and 
for our tountry—* things whieh 
accompany salvation” rather 
than destruction. But the chil- 
dren of the present time will 
probably become instruments of 
extensive good, or of extensive 
mischief, according to their ed- 
ucation. 

Little children are eapable of 
vast improvements in knowl- 
edge. No bounds can be as- 
signed at which they will stop. 
We know not the heights to 
which they may rise in this 
world ; and in the world to come 
they may be advancing in 
knowledge for ever and ever. 

They are also beings eapable 
of great happiness or misery. 
If seasonably brought to Christ, 
and educated as his disciples, 
they may attain great happi- 
ness and do much good before 
they shall leave the present 
state; and in a future state 
they may enjoy not only perfect 
but ever increasing felicity and 
glory. But those who shall be 
educated in vice and irreligion 
will probably be wretched both 
here and hereafter. 

Jesus Christ is the ricurt of 
the world, the way, the truth 
and the life, and the saviour of 
all them that obey him. Te 
him children should be brought, 
by being faithfully educated in 
his religion, and as his follow- 
ers. 

His compassion for sinners 
demands the love and gratitude 
of all. His tender regard for 
little ehildreh should excite 
them to attend diligently to his 
instructions, to obey his pre- 









cepts, to imitate his example, 
and to rejoice in. him as their 
friend, their Saviour, and their 


Lord. 
No. II. 
THE LAST WORDS OF A FATHER 
TO A SON. 


Tuus says General Wilkin- 
son—* I had the misfortune to 
Jose my father before I reached 
my seventh year. His last 
words to me were graven on my 
memory, and have ever been as- 
sociated with my remembrance 
of him—My son, if you ever put 
up with an insult I will disin- 
herit you. I mention this triv- 
ial cireumstanee in the hope, 
that respect to the injunctions 
of a father may extenuate some 
errors of my life. He was tak- 
en ill the same night, and never 
rose from his bed.”— Memoirs, 
p- 8, 9. 

REMARKS. 

1. This last injunetion of a 
father cannot justly be regard- 
ed asa “ trivial circumstance.” 
It appears that it was not so in 
its effects. The “ errors’ 
which the general hoped would 
he extenuated by his “ respect 
to the injunction of a father” 
were probably such as related 
to the practice of duelling. It 
is worthy of notice that a threat- 
ening injunction to exeite a spir- 
it of revenge proved to be the 
“last words” of the father to 
the son. What a solemn ad- 
monition is this to nts, to 
take heed in respect to what 
they say at any time to their 
children! Their most improp- 
er injunction may be their last, 
and may have influence on their 
children through life. Such 
speeches may occasion the un- 
timely death of their own chil- 
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dren, or occasion them to be- 
come murderers of others. 

2. As fathers may = err 
through the influence of their 
own education, it behoves chil- 
dren, as soon as they are capa- 
ble of doing it, to compare the 
“last words” of their parents 
with the words of the Savioar 
ef men, tu see whether they ac- 
cord with unerring instractions. 

3. We may here observe the 

erfect coutrast between the 
ast injunction of a father to a 
son, and the words of Jesus 
Christ relating to the same sub- 
ject. The father says—“ My 
son, if you ever put up with an 
insult I will disinherit yeu.” 
The Saviour says, * When ye 


stand prayin give, i 
have ought Se nst re A 4 


our Father also which is in 

eaven may forgive your tress- 
passes. But if ye do not for- 
give, neither will your Father 
which is in heaven forgive your 
tresspasses.”’ 

Not only did our Saviour 
give these injunctions, but he 
enforeed them by his own ex- 
ample. Although he was inof- 
fensive in his tment, he 
was not exempt from abuse and 
insult ; but he did not “ render 
evil for evil, nor reviling for 
reviling,”—nor did he ever at- 
tempt to vindicate his honour by 
a challenge for a duel ; but he 

rayed for those who insalted 
ely “Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they 


do.” | 

Let goon | people therefore 
beware, and hearken to no ceun- 
sels,nor regard any threatenings, 
which are adapted to excite an 
unforgiving or revengefal spirit. 
Let them duly consider how 
much they need the forgiving 
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merey of God ; this will moder- 
ate their resentments towards 
such as may have insulted or 
offended them. Let them also 
consider that if they attempt to 
revenge a wrong, it may be their 
last act, and elose their account 
for eternity. How awful must 
it be to appear at the bar of 
God wita a heart overflowing 
with the spirit of revenge ! 





No. ILI. 

POETRY ADDRESSED TO A ROB- 
pin—whose west had been 
taken out of the author’s gar- 
den, where she had long been 
accustomed to build. 


“ Spare thy reproach, thou more 
than tongue, 
"That little, lively eye ! 
It was not I that stole thy young, 
Indeed it was not I. 


“With pleasure equal to thine 
ae 
I’ve watch’d thy tender brood; 
And mark’d how fondly thou 
hast flown, 
To bear them daily food. 


* Nore’en than thine with less 
f delight, 
I look’d, and long’d to see 
The first attempts of infant 
flight, 
With patience taught by thee. 


* And now that restless thou 
dost rove 
And with sad note repine, 
Think not, lorn mourner, that I 
rove . 
A pang less keen than thine. 


“‘ Ah, base were he, whose hand 
could stain 
Fair hospitality 
With act so foul-as thus, to pain 
A harmless guest like thee. 
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“‘ Pursue me not from spray ié 
spray : 
How shall I teach my tongue 
Some sound that niay to thee 
convey, 
I did not do thee wrong. 


“ O that I knew, sweet innocent, 

_ ‘The language of thy kind; 

Or could some lucid sign invent, 
Fitting tliy feeble mind ! 


“This spot indignant do not 
uit { : 
Thy confidence replace ; 
And here with generous trust 
commit 
Once more thy tender race. 


“For here thy young have oft 
before 
Securely spread the wing : 
Oh grant my shades one trial 
more, 
Here pass avother spring. 


«“ Meanwhile this comfort I will 
take, 
Not long thy woes will last : 
All hearts but man’s soon cease 
to ache, 
Thy griefs will soon be past.” 


Alas! “for him” who “ broke 
thy rest,”’ 
Oh what a heart of steel ! 
“A mind” like his must be 
* unblest,” 
Till it is taught to feel. 
FawceEtTrT. 


REMARKS. 

Liberty has been taken to al- 
ter the last verse; not on ac- 
count of the poetry, but on ae- 
count of the sentiment. While 
the author aimed to exeite ten- 
derness towards birds and other 
animals, he indulged improper 
feelings, or at least adopted im- 
proper language, respecting the 








erson who stole the young rob- 
fine. The lines with which he 
closed were the following :— 


“For him, whose hand hath 
broke thy rest, 
Be this his curse through life, 
A mind by the mild muse an- 
blest, 
Base care and vulgar strife.” 


These lines would not have 
been given at all, were it not for 
the opportunity they afford of 
correcting a common vice. ‘To 
exp!-3s his sympathy for a fa- 
vourite bird, and his abhorrence 
of the deed by which she was 
he et the poet should not 

ave adopted lan import- 
ing a wish that the cya should 
be recompensed on a fellow be- 
jng by a “‘ eurse through life,” 
anda ‘ eurse” too whieh would 
involve sin as well as misery. 
It is much to be regretted that 
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Mr. Faweett has given an ex- 
ample of such inconsistency. 

ut wishing evil to those who 
have acted a eruel part, wheth- 
er to men beasts, or birds, isa 
very common vice.. The Chris- 
tian religion will justify no such 
language, no «nch imprecations, 
or wishes of evil to those who 
have done evil. Evil doers are 
objects of pity as well as of 
blame ; and it is much more 
consistent with the spirit of 
Christ and the precepts of the 
gospel, to pray for the repent- 
ance and forgiveness even of 
enemies, than to wish or hope 
that they may be visited with 
ealamity. Oh, how often are 
good people in such a state of 
mind that they “ know not what 
manner of spirit they are of !” 
Let the young beware, and not 
imitate the faults of good men. 


— 


REVIEW OF GENe WILKINSON'S REFLECTIONS ON WAR. 


In the “ Ivftroduetion’’ to the 
volumes entitled “ Memoirs of 
my own times” General Wilk- 
inson has favoured the public 
with the following reflections 
on War :-— ; 

“ Military glory! fascinat- 
ing sound t Werrite ing subject ! 
but who profits by the aecquisi- 
tion ? the nation P no, but those 
who live and feed on the nation. 
War, which subsists on the 
blood and treasures of the pee- 
ple, forms the aliment of this 
alluring dame, glory, and is ut- 
terly destructive of national 
happiness, which depends on 

eace and tranquillity. I must 
not therefore be blamed for in- 
dulging a transient reflection 
upon these alternatives, which 





are as opposite in their nature 
asthe poles. The fate and for- 
tune of all countries in all ages 
will bear testimony in favour 
of my position from remotest 
times down to the late transcen- 
dant glory of France, and the 
present deplorable condition of 
the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Jreland, whose goy- 
ernment has reached the pinna- 
cle of military fame, whilst its 
ill-fated subjects are plun 
into the abyss of wretchedness. 
‘Military glory ! It has be- 
come the favourite theme of 
our public couneils, and the 
dominant passion of the rising 
generation, whilst national hap- 
iness, neglected and forgotten, 
as ceased to be an object of in- 
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quiry, and is sinking into oblivion, under the pressure of luxu- 
ry, avarice, ambition and vain glory. | 

** Yet the following contrast is so striking and impressive, 
that 1. flatter myself it may rouse the most lethargie, before 




















































it be too late :-— 


‘Fhe companions of military 

glory, are— 

Wars, 

Armies, 

immorality, 

Vice, 

Prodigaiity, 

Battles, 

Human Slaughter, 

Exactions, 

Publie Debts, 

Embargoes, 

Peuury, 

Famine, 

Pestilence, 

Widows and Orphans. 


“ This contrast is neither 
strained nor aflected ; it is 
drawn from nature, and dees 
not exhibit an hundredth part 
of the heart-rending horrors of 
war, nor the divine blessings 
and tranquil enjoyments of 
peace. Of these truths we have 
abundant proofs in our own 
times, and in our country ; with 
the good and the ill before them, 
Limplore heaven so to direct 
the councils of the country, as 
long; very long to save it from 
the scource of nations; and I 
will elose these refleetions with 
an licable quotation from 
the writing, of the sage, the pa- 
triet, and the Christian, John 
Dickinson, a citizen as eminent 
for wisdom as he was conspieu- 
ous for private and social vir- 
tues. 

“¢Tt-is a mournful but in- 
structive study to read the his- 
tory of maukind. There we 
see their follies and their vices 
depieted at full length, accom- 


“ The attendants on pacific 
policy, are-— 

Security, 

Agriculture, 

Religion, 

Virtue, 

Eeonomy, 

Ease and Content, 

Domestic Security, 

‘Taxes on Luxury, 

An overflowing ‘T'reasury, 

Commerce, . 

Riches, 

Abundanee, 

Health, 

A smiling Progeny. 


panied by their miserable atten- 

dants. ‘The prominent feature 

isan aptitude to plunge into 

war— 

For man, too haughty in a prosperous 
state 

Is blind, and heedless to his future 
fate. 

***A child may set fire to a 
house, but a whole city may not 
be able to prevent the confla- 
gration from burning the build- 
ings in every street to the 
ground. All nations rush for- 
ward to the effusion of their 
owu blood, and voluntarily pay 
the penalties of their obstinate 
fierceness.’”’ 

Such are the reflections and 
such tlie testimony of a man, 
whose life has been devoted to 
militar pursuits, and who has 
had a fair opportunity to form 
an estimate of the advantages 
and disadvantages of war. Some 
perhaps will question the cor- 
rectness of his motives in pub 


lishing his Memoits ; but with . 








these I have nothing to do. 
Disappointment, adversity, and 
what he denominates “ perse- 
eution,” may have led him to 
reflect on the auprofitable and 
banefal character of wars in 
seneral ; but from whatever 
causes his present views may 
have resulted, his reflections 
appear to be just, and his testi- 
mony is an important document. 
It deserves a place in the Chris- 
tian Disciple beeause it is a- 
dapted to promote an object 
Which should be near the heart 
ofevery Christian—the abolition 
ef war. 

The General very justly ob- 
serves, that his “ contrast does 
not exhibit an hundredth part 
ef the heart-rending herrors of 
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war, nor the divine blessings 
and tranquil enjoyments of 
peace ;” but if the evils on the 
one hand and the blessings on 
the other, were no greater in 
reality than they appear to be 
in his pictare, still, to abolish 
war and establish peace, is an 
object which will warrant the 
most fervent and energetic ex- 
ertions. ‘I's accomplish the ob- 
ject, nine more is needfal 
than the cordial consent of man- 
kind. But to ebtain or pro- 
duce this consent, much labour 
on the part of .Christians is ne- 
cessary ; and also the smiles of 
that God who gives success to 
benevolent efforts, and without 
whose blessing ail efforts are 
vain. 


A 


REMARKS ON CATECHISING. 


Mr. Epiror, 

I offer a few remarks for the 
Diseiple, on a subject which 
appears to be thoaght of little 
importanee by some, and by 
many to be regarded in an erro- 
neous light. 

‘The method of instruetion by 
eatechisms, ‘appears to have 
been more used in the days of 
our fat aers than it is at present. 
Sinee we have ceased to think 
them infallible, very many have 
also ceased to think them use- 
ful. But if they are not so use- 
ful as they were once thought,— 
though they may not do every 
thing in the way of religion 
and salvation, still they may be 
admirable manuals to assist pa- 
rents and teachers in giving ear- 
ly and lasting impressions of 


religious truth. The minds and’ 


memories of children must be in 
seme way exercised ; the cate- 


Vol. V.—No. 9, 


chism affords them good exer- 
cise. It also affords them con- 
venient employment on the sab- 
bath, a day which is likely to 
pass heavily with them. It 
may not perhaps, in either of 
these respects, be superior to 
the employment of committing 
to memory hymns, or passages 
from the scriptures ; but it has 
this advantage over them, that 
it is made more animated by 
the alternation of question and 
answer, and offers opportunity, 
by suggesting other questions, 
of additional instruction and 
valuable observations. 
It appears to me therefore, 
that this method of conveying 
religious knowledge, if disereet- 
ly conducted, will be found to 
ossess many advantages. To 
conduct it thus disereetly is no 
easy task ; as indeed no part of 
the business of education is 
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Remarks on 
easy, Where we resolve to be 
successful. It is easy to give 
commands, and to make a child 
commit ta memory and recite 
the passages fve assign. But 
this is. doing little ; and if this 
were all, it would be of small 
comsequence whether it were in 
a known, or an unknown tongue. 
The difficulty is, and the only 
real advantage is, to make him 
understand, and fee! the truths, 
and above all to practise upon 
them. ‘This is really the ob- 
ject of catechising, no less.than 
of other religious instruction ; 
and if we do not accomplish this, 
to what purpose have we la- 
boured ? Yet how frequently is 
it conducted, as if not this, but 
something else were the object. 
It has been carried on like those 
studies of the school room, 
which are intended for nothing 
but the discipline of the mind ; 
and children have learned the 
answers, as they learn their les- 
sons in grammar—just to repeat, 
and think no more of them till 
ealled te repeat them again. 
So that although taught on the 
Sabbath, it has proved no more 
a religious exercise. than the 
Tessons of the Monday. It is 
true, this is not universally the 
ease: There are parents who 
have tanght it with the most en- 
eouraging suceess as a religious 
work ; that is, they not only 
make their children recite, but 
understand it; they explain it 
to them ; they put question af- 
ter question concerning. what 
they have repeated, till they 
find that allis clear to them ; 
and.then they enforce the duty 
of keeping.in mind the truths 
they learn, and applying them 
to their own conduct. Thus 
they impart a great deal of 
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knowledge which the catechism 
does not contain; they adapt 
the whole to the present situa- 
tion, circumstances, duties, and 
temptations of the learners, and 
cause them to become Christians 
in action and disposition, as 
well as by word of mouth. 
They prevent their learning 
mere words and sentences ; they 
turn their attention to the ideas, 
and guide them in adopting 
these principles and feelings for 
their own. 

This seems to be the only 
proper and useful method of 
conducting this exercise. It is, 
as was observed above. a task 
of some difficulty, which not 
every one is qualifred perfectly 


‘to perform. Yet it ought not 


for that reason to be neglected. 
Every one ean do something, 
and every one should do his best. 
Nothing good is accomplished 
without labour; and the good 
which might result from this, 
when even most imperfectly 
performed, is so great as to en- 
courage all in making the at- 
tempt. Especially we could 
wish that mothers, with whom 
the first years of life are so eon- 
stantly spent, and whose affee- 
tionate influence might avail so 
much, would  conseien‘musly 
make this a regular object of 
their cares. We know not how 
the leisure hours of the Sabbath 
eould be more pleasantly or 
profitably employed, than in 
giving to the offspring of their 
love those sentiments. and prin- 
ciples, which are to be their hap- 
piness in life and their glory 
forever ; or what employment. 
could be more grateful to a 
thinking, and affectionate moth- 
er, than that of forming. the 
Christian character in those for 










































whem she is most interested. 
In this work a good eatechism 
will greatly assist, by remind- 
ing her on what points toe give 
instruction, and affording an op- 
portunity of doing it. 

if these remarks upon the de- 
sign and method of catechetical 
instruction be just, then in or- 
der that compendiums of this 
sort may be used to advantage, 
two things are necessary : First, 
that they be simple in their 
manner, containing no language 
which is not level to the eom- 
prehension of children. Our 
objeet is to fill their minds with 
ideas suitable to their age, and 
to mould their hearts to the up- 
right and pure feelings of the 
gospel. ‘This can only be done 
by addressing them in words of 
which they know the sigaifiea- 
tion. It may besometimes well, 


we acknowledge, to put into» 


their memories sentenees which 
they knew not now, but may 
know hereafter, and instructions 
which may be of value in their 
riper years, though they can 
now neither understand nor use 
them. Yet certainly, where we 
wish te give them a right char- 
acter during the peried of edu- 
cation, our lessons should be 
principally applicable to that 
period ; and any books contain- 
ing what they can only use af- 
ter they have come to the age 
of man, do something to defeat 
our express design, because they 
unavoidably eneourage the per- 
nizious habit of reading without 
attention to the meaning of what 
is read. Children should not 
be put into the same class of 
learners with men: and if we 
use a catechism of unintelligible 
language, we appear to merit 


the reproof of St. Paul to his 
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gifted Corinthian brethren, whe 
preached to the congregation in 
unknown tongues ; except, says 
he, ye utter words easy to he 
understeod, how shall it be 
known what is spoken? If 1 
know not the meaning of the 
voice, I shall be unto hiin that 
speaketh a barbarian, and he 
that speaketh will™be a barba- 
rian unto me.* 

A second thing of equal im- 


portance with simplicity of fan- 


guage,is, simplicity in the truths 
contained. There should be 
none but those which are readi- 
ly understood, or easily explain- 
ed. There are ideas as well as 
words, which belong toe men 
only, and with which children 
have no concern ; even the apes- 
tle has intimated that there is 
in religion a strong meat fitted 
only to men, and a milk which 
is to be reserved for babes.+ 
To the young, belong the first 
principles ; there are here, as 
inevery thing else, what must 
be deferred to riper years, for 
this plain reason, that they éan- 
not be sooner anderstood, or ap- 
plied to any use. We do not 
suppose that even men can un- 
derstand all the truths of reli- 
gion, if you mean by under- 
standing, a complete compre. 
hension of them. Very many 
we cannet pretend to find out 
to perfection. But the motives 
which should influence us, and 
the laws which should govern 
us. we may understand, and so 
muy the youngest, so far as to 
do what the Lord requireth of 
them, and walk in the way ever- 
lasting. And we conceive that 
when we have attained this, 
we have attained the whole ob- 


* 1 Cor. xiv. 9, 11. 
¢1 Cor. iii. 2. Heb. v. 19, 14, 
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ject of religious education. We 
would have ecatechisms aim at 
this ; we would have parents, 
tutors, ministers, aim at this. 
It will be time enough to teach 
our children the disputed theol- 
ogy of controversy, when we 
have done all in our power to 
make theni*good. 

We cannot think it necessary 
that every catechism should 
contain a complete system of 
divinity ; so that he who studies 
it should be thereby made per- 
fect in all the technical phrase- 
ology of a sect, or even in every 
thing which is true in religion. 
That may be excellent for in- 
struction, which is only partial, 
and contains only the truths 
which are adapted to the pre- 
sent situation and immediate 
wants of the learner. If we can 
succeed in making one impor- 
tant truth felt, oe carried into 
practice, we certainly do far 
more for religion, than if we 
hastily put into the memory 
only, all the truths, both natur- 
al and revealed, which are with- 
in the reach of the human un- 
derstanding. We think it there- 
fore of more pressing impor- 
tance to instill practical senti- 
ments and devotional feelings, 
than to initiate into the doc- 
trines. The former, young per- 
sons can usc; the latter, they 
cannot. And I should object to 
the latter, not only for this rea- 
son, but also because I should 
doubt whether I had any right 
with respect to points on which 
Christians are divided, to teach 
my opinions with positive au- 
thority ; I should consider that 
by so doing I virtually bound 
the consciences of those over 
whose infant minds I had influ- 
ence, aud took from them all 
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power of future free enquiry ; 
while after all, 1 might be 
in the wrong, and my favourite 
dogmas prove to be no more 
than the hay and stubble which, 
in my weakness and ignorance, 
I had been foolishly building on 
the foundation of the gospel. 1 
would therefore confine myself 
to practical catechisms; to 
those which teach the clear, un- 
questioned truths of revelation, 
and the duties which we owe to 
God, to Jesus, to ourselves, and 
to one another,—which contain 
the rules of godliness, and in- 
struct us how to guard the issues 
of life. Here, there is ne doubt, 
no hesitation ; here, we know 
that we do right; in this course 
we cannot be mistaken ; all is 
safe, and we believe will be safe 
forever, if we can make our 
ehildren pious, devout, benevo- 
lent, self-governed, and possess- 
ors of all the Christian graces. 
To make them such, will not 
perplex their understandings, 
or harass their spirits, or sub- 
ject them to doubtful disputa- 
tions; itis a ee and straight 
path, itis a pleasant and peace- 
fulone. Ifwe make them such, 
no matier by what great man’s 
name they are called,—they 
will deserve that of Christ, and 
while their lights thus shine, 
all will see their good works, 
and acknowledge that they have 
been with Jesus. 

Before I conclude I wish to 
repeat the remark, that not the 
best of books will accomplish 
the intended design by their own 
virtue, or at all supersede the 
necessity ofa great deal of pri- 
vate instruction and watehful- 
ness on the part of teachers. 
We must regard them as de- 
signed to assist and regulate our 

























































labours; as designed rather to 
give us an opportunity to con- 
verse on religious things, and 
explain, and enforce them, and 
show their practical applica- 
tion, than as being of themselves 
sufficient to supply children with 
complete . instruction. Chil- 
dren cannot know that they are 
to apply to their conduct what 
they read, till they are taught 
to do so ; and then they will not 
know how to do it advanta- 
geously, without continual di- 
rection and assistance. This 
assistance and direction must he 
principally yielded them b 

their parents, who are muc 

with them, and can watch over 
them, and are acquainted with 
their dispositions and charae- 
ters. If neglected by parents, 
it cannot be thoroughly done, 
beeause none others have the 
same opportunities to apply di- 
reetly to their thoughts, temper 
and conduct, the lessons of the 
day. ‘This requires an intimate 
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acquaintance, and familiar in- 
tercourse, which belong only to 
members of the same household. 
And if parents would use this 
intimacy and familiarity, to 
mould the hearts and charae- 
ters of their children after the 
fashion ef the lessons they have 
learned, the effeets, we are per- 
feetly convinced, would be im- 
mediately conspicuous and in- 
ealeulably happy. 

NOTE. 

The writer of this article is 
entitled to thanks for his perti- 
nent and judicious * Remarks.” 
On the plan which he has re- 
commended, the benefits of eat- 
echising will not be confined to 
the children who may be thus 
instrueted ; the parents will, in 
several respects, share with 
their offspring. This the au- 
thor of the Remarks is capable 
of illustrating, and we hope he 
will do it ina future Number. 
The subject is of great impor- 
tance. Epvrror. 
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JEMIMA WILKINSON. 


“Extract from a Journal 
of a tour to Niagara Falls, &e. 
in the spring and summer of 
1812. 

“June 9th. AtS& o’clock on 
Tuesday morning, I set out with 
Mr. » in a single horse wag- 
gon, for the town of Jerusalem, 
(about 23 miles southeast of 
Canandaigua,) in which is the 
residence of Jemima Wilkinson. 
We were provided with an in- 
troduetory letter by Mr. ; 
which was addressed to the 
Universal Friend ;—we were 
told that she acknowledges no 
other name. So bad was the 
road, which is for several miles 








through the woods, where the 
path is hardly perceptible, that 
we did not reach the house till 
after 12 o’elock. It was by far 
the best house we had seen since 
we left Canandaigua; but the 
reverend lady is nevertheless 
about to remove to a much bet- 
ter one, which is now finishing. 
As we did not find the Friend 
at home, we walked to the top 
of the hill on which. the new 
house stands, and found it to be 
spacious and elegant. It is 
three stories high, and has six 
rooms on the floor. ‘The groves. 
and forests around, and the 
whole scenery of the neighbour- 
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hood, are uncommonly beautiful, 
aud fit to nourish the enthusi- 
asm ofits inhabitants. Upon 
perceiving the return of the ear- 
riage ef the Friend, we again 
went to her house; and were 
surprised te find at the door, a 
eoach which would not disgrace 
by its appearanee a rich citizen, 
with a golden star on each side, 


and with the letters U. ree 


separated by a eross, with a star 
above, on the back. Notwith- 
standing the lady had received 
our letter as soon as she came 
home, we were suffered to wait 
in her kitchen three quarters of 
an hour, without any offer of re- 
freshment, before we were ad- 
mitted te an audience. 

“At last her prime minister 
appeared to conduet us into her 
presence. Her name is Rachel 
Mellen ; she is from Pennsylva- 
nia, and has yielded a consider- 
able fortune to the use of the 
Friend. When I saw Jemima 
Wilkinson, I was at first im- 
pressed with the idea that I saw 
a man ; for her stature is large, 
her face full and without femi- 
nine fairness, and her dress 
masculine. She wore a loose 
black gown, which was open 
hefore, and wrapped round her, 
the back of which was orna- 
mented in the manner of a cler- 
gyman’s gown, and she had on 
a black cravat, beneath which 
appeared a white one, whose 
ends hung over her besom, like 
ministerial bands. Her head 
had no covering, and her haic 
was combed back. and curled at 
the ends. She rose to meet us, 
and shook hands withus. As 
soon as we were seated, I ob- 
served that the end of our visit 
was to gratify our curiesity, 
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and obtain such information as 
she would give us as to the pe- 
euliarities of her religious te- 
nets, and her modes of worship. 
She took no notice of my impli- 
ed inquiry ; but our eonversa- 
tion was for a time upon unim- 
portant subjects. She replied 
however fo several questions as 
to her opinions on particular 
subjeets of theology with saffi- 
cient verbosity, with a confused 
mass of scriptural quotations, 
and almost always with obseur- 
ity, whieh sometimes was im- 
penetrable. Her command of 
the contents of the bible, and 
her readiness in the use of serip- 
tural language were surprisine. 
She used few expressions which 
could not be found in the sacred 
books. When we pressed her 
too closely, her refuge was de- 
clamation, which eontinued till 
our patienee was exhausted, and 
the object of our enquiry lost. 
Her claims to a ;livine commis- 
sion, which were not openly 
stated, but clearly implied to us, 
it was particularly diffieult to 
induee ker to defend. She ap- 
peared somewhat offended when 
I told her, that I knew of no 
other test of divine authority 
but miraculous power ; nor 
would she explain to me how I 
might detect imposition. But 

she said to me, that no one 
sheuld presume to take the of- 
fice of a minister of religion 
without being econvineed that 

he was called by inspiration to 

its duties, and that the service 

which was for luere was of no 

value. I was rather disgusted 

with the eommon-place rant of 

enthusiasts which she made use 

of on this topic ; especially as 

she displayed on other subjects 

rather uncommon ingenuity. \ = 








eould not discover that her o- 
pinions differed from those of 
the Quakers, exeept that she 
assumed for herself the honour 
ef a divine appointment,—for 
what special purpose I heard 
not. Ofthe character of this 
woman [ thought I had obtain- 
ed sufficient knowledge, and 
this was my principal purpose 
in visiting her. Like most of 
the false pretenders to religious 
superiority, I believe she makes 
her claims to uneommon inspi- 
ration in sineerity. But lam 
satisfied she is neither impecea- 
ble norimmaculate. She is am- 
bitious and selfish. She has 
not thought it unworthy of her 
character to amass a large for- 
tune by the donatious of her fol- 
lowers ; and she is net ashamed 
to spend it in the indulgence of 
her pride and luxurious appe- 
tites. She keeps her carriage 
among followers who can hard- 
ly earn their subsistence; she 
ean see from her great palace 
no dwellings but log houses ; 
and the food which supplies her 
table is sueh as I presume those 
around her seldom taste. Her 
natural disposition I believe to 
be passionate, tyrannical and 
overbearing. ; and her worst 
feelings have been nurtured by 
the foppery of the attentions she 
has received, and the eminence 
te which she has raised herself. 
Her mental powers are vigorous. 
She has acuteness and cunning, 
and must be skilled in human 


Editor’s Apology. 
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nature,,te have gained such an 
ascendancy over so many minds. 
1 was astonished at the dexteri- 
ty with which she evaded our 
questions, and at the same time 
endeavoured toentrap us. The 
mixture of sineere regard to the 
forms and even im some degree 
to the realities of religion, and 
of assumed sanctity, which ap- 
peared in her deportment and 
conversation, (ended to produce 
in my ewn mind some memen- 
tary doubts of the justice of my 
views of her character ; and f 
do not wonder that such im- 
posing manners, and such art- 
fully supported pretensions, 
should produce upon those wlio 
are weak im intelleet, and in- 
clined te superstition, submis- 
sion to her as a leader, and de- 
votion to her as a religious 
guide. Her adherents, who 
have been drawn from various 
parts of the United States to 
this spot, that they might be 
united in society and neighbour- 
hood, are, if I may trust to the 
information of those whe live 
near them, of this character ; 

and they are not estimable for 
their industry. or attention to 
business. They do not at pres- 
ent exceed one hundred in num- 

ber, and they are not inereasing. 
Their enthusiasm was perhaps 
excited by the love of novelty, 

and the submission which they 

voluntarily made, will not pro- 

hably be imitated by their ehil- 

dren.” 


die ~ 


THE EDITOR’S APOLOGY. 


Waite conducting the Chris- 
tian Diseiple, the Editor has re- 
eeived various intimations re- 
lating to the real or supposed 


defects of the work—most of 
which have been made with ap- 
parent friendship and candour. 

Seme have suggested that 
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there is a severity of remark in- 
dulged in the work which is 
meonsistent with “ speaking the 
truth in love.” Others com- 
plain that it is deficient in spirit, 
too cautious and forbearing. 
Others that it contains too much 
on the subject of Bible Societies 
—too much against war and in 
favour of peace—too much on 
eandour and benevolence. 

The Editor has not such an 
epinion of himself as to suppose 
that the work has been conduct- 
ed ina faultless manner. He 
ean only say that he has aimed 
to do good and not to do mis- 
chief. Butif he might judge 
of the character of the work 
from the contrast in the objee- 
tions which have come to his 
knowledge, there would be 
ground to hope that the objee- 
tions might cancel each other and 
truth be found between them. 
He has long been aware of the 
impossibility of pleasing every 
body, and of the importance of 
aiming to please nim who can- 
not judge amiss. 

It ought to be considered by 
all that the title of the work is 
the “ Christian Disciple’ —its 
motto, “ Speaking the truth in 
love 3”? and that the spirit of 
the work should accord with 
the title and motto. It should 
also be considered that, by the 
influence of education and other 
causes, the readers of the work 
are possessed of different tastes, 
prejudices and opinions, and 
that of course they will feel and 
judge very differently in regard 
to the same articles. Among 
the subscribers for the Disciple 
there are men of opposite opin- 
ions on several controverted 
subjects—men too, perhaps, of 
_ equal piety and goodness ; and 






















































Editor’s Apology. 


is it not better to endeavour to 
promote love and good will be- 
tween these different elasses of 
Christians, than to be perpetu- 
ally wounding the feelings of the 
one to gratify the feelings of 
the other, and thus exeite a 
spirit of hostility and .aiiena- 
tion P 
There are already too many 
people in our world to whom 
searcely any thing is interesting 
bat war of some kind or ether. 
To many, a news-paper, how- 
ever well it may be conducted, 
is uninteresting, exerpt ina time 
of war, either between different 
nations or different parties. 
The paper may be filled with 
very useful articles, but if it has 
nothing of war -in it, it will be 
So dry, barren and dull. 
ould it be proper on this ac- 
eount to endeavour to keep alive 
a spirit of hostility among men, 
for the sake of rendering news- 
papers more interesting to read- 
ers, or more productive to Ed. 
itors P 
It is unquestionably true that 
in the present state of society 
the spirit of party and war will 
eommand more readers and more 
money, than the spirit of love 
and peace. Lut is not thisa 
roof that things are not as they 
should be, that the public taste 
is depraved, and ought to be 
eorrected ? It is hoped that the 
time will come when the parti- 
zans and promoters of war and 
dissension among Christians, 
will not be regarded as their 
best friends and_ benefactors ; 
and when it will be understood 
that the more there is of the 
spirit of party and uncharita- 
bleness in a periodical work, 
the more bewildering it is both 
to the writers and the readers ; 











the more pernicious in its eon- 
sequences, and the less. entitled 
to the character of a religious 
or a Christian publieation. 
It will perhaps be said, that, 
, as others maintain a perpetual 
warfare, the Christian Diseiple 
may atleast fight in self de- 
fence. It may indeed “ fight 
the good: fight of faith ;”’ it may 
“bless them that eurse,”’ and 
try to “overcome evil with 
good :” but it should never be 
so “overcome of evil” as to 
** render evil for evil or reviling 
for reviling.”? If others will 
fight, and ealumniate, to sup- 
ps or propagate their opinions, 
et. them have the credit of 
ighting without an enemy. 
They will perhaps the sooner 
come to their senses, and be 
convinced that war and dis- 
sension, clamor and reviling, are 
not on the whole such honoura- 
ble employments, or so aceord- 
ant with the Christian temper, 
as they have imagined. 


Hymn to Peace. 
























281 


The Editor of the Diseiple 
has no inelination to elie 
truth to please men; nor can 
he consent to sacrifice Christian 
charity for the sake of render- 
ing his work more popular or 
more lucrative. hile he 
views with astonishment the 
endless diversity of opinions a- 
mong professing Christians, he 
sees, or thinks he sees, both 
good men and had menin all 
the denominations with which 
he has had opportunity to be 
acquainted ; shall he then a- 
dopt the practice of dealivg 
in wholesale censure ? The 
ood, of all denominations, 
“ would treat with respect, 
forbearing to reproach them 
on account of what he be- 
lieves to be erroneous in their 
opinions, remembering that 
he also is in the flesh, and 
that he needs beth the candour 
of men and the mercy of the 
Lord. : 


_———— 


HYMN 


TO 


PEACE. 


By the late Ricuarp Axsop, Esq. 


Hait, thou bright celestial form, 
Soft descending from above, 
Calming discord’s furious sterm, 
Child of mercy, child of love ! 


While as yet with guilt unstain’d 
Man through Eden happy stray’d, 

Peace, the seraph, sole remain’d, 
Guardian of its blissful shade ; 

When, from duty’s path declin’d, 
Him the tempter lur’d astray, , 

Angel guards their charge resign’d, 
Weeping, sped to heaven their way. 

Hail, &c 


But when earth's wide regions o'er 
Far the deluge flood was hurl’d, 

While the ark the patriarch bore 
*Midst the ruins of the world, 


Vol. V.—No. 9. 


Thou commission’d from on high, 
,. Didst repress the raging wave, 
Arch’d the rainbow o’er the sky, 
To the dove the olive gave. 
Hail, &c. 


When amidst exulting heay’n__ 
Leud hosannah’s haild the birth 
Of a Prince and Saviour, giv’n 
To redeem the sons of earth, 
Thou receiv’dst the — word— 
* Go, o’er Bethlem fix the star, 
Bid the nations sheathe the sword 
Through remotest realms afar. 
Hail, &c. 


Long has war’s unsparing hand 
Strew'd the bloody fielts with dead, 
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And through every Christian land 

Want, dismay and sorrow spread. 
Now the clouds of sorow flee, 

Wars and fierce contentions cease, 
We, in choral hymn to thee, 

Hail thy coming, heavenly peace ! 


TEER oe 












Intelligence. 


Hail thou bright celestial form, 
Soft descending from above, 
Calming discord’s furious storm, 
Child of mercy, child of love ¢ 
Written, Feb. 26th, 1815. 





IN TELLIGENCE. 


A 


BIBLE IN CHINESE. 
From the Religious Remembrancer. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Rob’t. 
Morrison, to a gentleman in Phila- 
delphia, dated 
Canton, (Curna,) Feb. 10, 1817. 

My Dear Srp, 

As you and the friends of the Bible 
in America have subscribed so liber- 
ally towards the translating it into 
Chinese, printing and circulating it, I 
beg to submit to you the state. of our 
finances. 

Public property possessed 


and received in 1816, 11,239 25 

Disbursements at the Can- 
ton station, 9,622 50 
Balance $2,916 75 





Iam authorized to draw further 
On the B. & F. Bible So- 





ciety, 267: 7:4 
On the Tract Society of 
London, 500 
£767 :7: 4 





Mr. Milne, at Malacca, is poorly in 
health, but he is progressing in his 
Missionary labours. The school is 
flourishing. The Press is employed, 
and he endeavours to preach the Gos- 
pel to the heathen. He is a man of a 
right spirit. O that his life may be 
long continued ! 

The Chinese, who prints his Maga- 
zine in Malacca, has made a profession 
of faith and has been baptised. 

Yours, &. Ros’t. Morrison. 





EDUCATION IN’ HAYTY. 
Extract of a letter from Mr Thomas 
Bosworth,to the Editor of the Chris. 
tian Herald, dated 
PortT-avu-PRrines, July 2, 1817. 
Dear Str, 


I emprAce the earliest opportunity 


of sending you a few tracts in the 
French and Spanish languages, and 
also to inform you of my safe arrival 
at this place, and the kind reception I 
have met with from the President, 
who had expressed his intention of 
having Schools established as soon as 
possible in every part of his domin- 
ions. He also gives me reason to 
hope, that in a few months I shall 
have a school in this place of five 
hundred children, for which he will 
cause a house to be built for me with- 
out delay, when materials can be pro- 
cured ; the great want of which we 
have to lament at present. 

The President appeared much de- 
lighted with the object of my mission, 
as also with the present of 150 Bibles 
from the New-York Bible Society. 
At present, the Bible Society here, 
which was set on foot by Mr. Grellet, 
(of New-York,) and others, is in an 
inactive state : but I hope before long 
it will be otherwise. Very few here 
can read, and a less number have the 
word of God in their possession. Igno- 
rance and superstition are chains, by 
which Satan holds millions in captivi- 
ty. In proportion as the cause of ed- 
ucation advances, and prepares the 
mind for religious instruction, we may 
hope to see the Day-Star, arising in 
the hearts of the benighted children 
of men, and giving them a true Anow/- 
edge of salvation by Jesus Christ. 
The Methodist Missionaries meet 
with no outward opposition ; and the 
people flock to hear them preach. 
There appears to bea _ considerable 
anxiety in the natives for instruction, 
and many wish to have the Bible. I 
remember seeing an article in. the 
Constitution of your Bible Society, 
providing for the supply of Bibles for 
vessels leaving the port of New-York ; 
but am sorry to inform you, that in 
the vessel by which I came, we had 
not one among the sailors. 





BENEFIT OF CHRISTIAN INSTRUGC- 
TION. 

Witn what success, under the di- 
vine blessing, Christian instruction 
may be given to African Slaves, is 
shown in the following anecdote. A 
gentleman walking one day among 
his plantations, perceived some peas 
growing between the canes, that were 
quite npe. Knowing that the slaves 
were short of food, from the little 
time which they were allowed for the 
cultivation of their patches of land, 
he called to one of them who was 
near him, and asked him why he did 
not take those peas. “ They are not 
mine,” answered the black. ‘0, fel- 
low,” replied the master, in reference 
to the known propensity of these peo- 
ple, “‘every thing is yours that you 
ean lay yourhandson!” ‘GQ, Massa, 
(rejoined the slave) Negro dat pray, 
no thieve !” The planter was struck 
with astonishment. ‘“* What have I 
been about, (exclaimed he) not to let 
the Missionaries come upon my es- 
tate!” He immediately sat down and 
wrote a note to a Mission who re- 
sided in the neighbourhood, desiring 
him to come and preach to his Ne- 
groes whenever he pleased.—Chi/i- 
oothe Recorder. 





INDIAN COUNCIL: 

Ar Fort Hawkins, in July, there 
was held a meeting of the Creeks to 
the amount of fourteen or fifteen hun- 
dred. It is said that the United 
States’ Agent had so much influence 
with the council as “to prevail on 
them to abrogate their ancient law of 
retaliation, which permitted a murder 
to be satisfied by taking the life of a 
relation of the murderer, if the princi- 
ee could not be found ; and have thus 
orbidden the practice of indiscrimi- 
nate revenge. On this point they 
have passed a written law. 

Let Christian rulers now be so wise 
and condescending as to imitate the 
example of these savage chiefs—let 
them but abrogate all their own laws 
and usages which are as unjust as 
killing the innocent for the crimes of 
the guilty, and the attempt to abolish 
war-will no longer be regarded as 
chimerical. For not a single instance 
of public war between Christian na- 
tions can be named, which has been 
conducted on any better principle 
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than that which the Indians have a-. 
greed to a Shall it be said 
that the chiefs of Christian mations 
are more obstinate in their adherence 
to savage principles and customs, 
than savages themselves ! 
PETLELIANS. 

“Tw Austria a sect called Petzel- 
ians has started up to sacrifice men 
to purify others from sin. In Passion 
Week gritos, were thus murder- 
ed—and on Friday, a virgi 
aged thirteen, was also butchered’ Sa 
a similar manner _ Petzel, the found. 
er, and 86 of his followers have been 
arrested and will be tried.” 

This article ‘fram a London paper 
of May Ist,” has appeared in the N. J. 
C. Repository, p. 162. It is' indeed a 
shocking account, and will be so re.- 
garded by all our readers. But had 
this mode of offering human sacrifices 
been popular in Christendom for one 
thousand years, Christians would have 
submitted to it at this day as readily, 
and with as little reflection or re. 
morse, as they now sacrifice men on 
the altar of military ambition ; and 
had the latter custom been of as re- 
cent origin as the Petzelian sacrifices, 
it would probably and justly have 
been regarded with far gseater hore 
ror. 





LAMENTABLE INCONSISTENCY, OR 
FREE SLAVES. 

Tue Farmer’s Cabinet has publish- 
ed from the Albany Gazette, the fol- 
lowiag cross readings collated from 
southern papers—‘ Where liberty is, 
there is my country’—‘ Just landed 
and for sale 500 healthy ’7— 
‘Liberty, equality, and the rights of 
man’—‘ Upwards of 200 ne for 
sale at auction’-—‘ Cut off the ears of 
the black rascal and give him 50 
lashes ''—*The sons of Columbia wilt 
never be slaves’—‘ To be sold on m 

. plantation 10 or 15 families of blacks ; 
they will be sold separately or to- 
gether, as may best suit the purchas- 

ers’—* America is the only coun- 
try on earth’—‘ The slave trade in 

Europe has been entirely abolished.® 

Let the fathers and mothers in New- 

England seriously, reflect on the facts 

alluded to in thjs article ; let them 
consider that this traffic in human 
flesh igs still carried on in this land of 
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liberty ; let them also consider how 
they would feel ‘should they experi- 
ence such a reverse of condition as to 
read in the news-papers advertise- 
ments for the sale of themselves and 
their children, either “ separately or 
together as may best suit the pur- 
chasers ;” then say whether in sucha 
case they would boast of living under 
afree government or in a land of 
equal rights,—and whether no better 
name than fanaticism is applicable to 
the conduct of men, who feel for the 
southern slaves, and are disposed to 
do something to effect their emanci- 
pation, 

“Is there not a shocking and crimi- 
nal insensibility generally indulged in 
our country respecting the condition 
of the slaves? Let us look for one 
moment on some expressions which 
were written by Mr. Monroe in his 
late answer to an address from the 
committee of the town of Providence 
—** Every where, says the President, 
in our country the reflecting mind 
cannot fail to observe the blessings of 
afree government. Living under a 
constitution which secures equal civil, 
religious, and political rights to all, it 
is a great consolation in administering 
it, that the people have formed so 
just an estimate of its value, and from 
rational conviction and not from blind 

rejudices, are sincerely devoted to 
its preservation.” 

In quoting this passage no desire is 
entertained to reproach the President ; 
but we most sincerely wish to lead 
people to reflect on the manner in 
which the degraded condition of more 
than a million of blacks is entirely 
overlooked jn speaking of our “ free 
government” and the equal rights of 
all our fellow citizens. The Presi- 
dent is not alone in this inconsistency. 
He is supported by the language and 
the conduct of a large majority of the 
writers and speakers of the present 
day But in what sense is our gov- 
ernment free, while nearly a sixth part 
of the whole population of our coun- 
try are s/aves, and liable to be sould at 
auction to the highest bidder? Does 
a free government mean ane which 
insures to the people the rights of 
freemen ? Or does it mean a govern. 
ment which is free to authorize one 
class of its subjects to enslave and 
make merchandize of anotber ? 
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MEETING OF THE BRITISH 
FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
London, May 7, 1817. 

Tue Report briefly mentioned the 
flourishing state of the Society, and 
its rapid extension through the world. 
The spirit of peace had poured on the 
world a rich abundance of moral and 
intellectual _- blessings. Christiat 
knowledge is now confined to no 
country: the African and the Asiatic 
—the Hottentot and the Hindoo, are 
enabled to trace the mind of God in 
the pages of Scripture, and rejoice in 
there contemplating a sublimer reve- 
lation than in stn, moon, and stars. 
The crescent of Mahomet sinks be. 
fore the rising beams of Christianity ; 
a Mahometan aged 40 had learned to 
read, purposely that hc might read 
the Scriptures. The first bible sold 
in Africa was to a Hottentot. An 
African said of the Scriptures, 
*“*These are the weapons that will 
conquer Africa—they have conquered 
me.” The Report stated the forma- 
tion of various Bible Societies at home 
and abroad, particularly in Russia, 
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, &c. and 
even among the Catholics, thousands 
of whom now read the Bible : also in 
the East and West Indies, America, 
and Africa, where a Hottentot of 5 
years of age learned to read that he 
might read the Bible. The Report 
concluded with giving thanks to God 
for a disposition to encourage the dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures, and im- 
ploring the Divine blessing on its ex- 
ertions, 

The Report, together with the whole 
proceedings of this meeting, were re- 
plete with the most lively interest, and 
equally encouraging with those of any 
former Anniversary; but as we ex- 
pect to be enabled to furnish our read- 
ers with a detailed account in. our 
next Number, we shall for the pre- 
sent confine ourselves to a few of the 
most prominent facts stated in the 
Report. ‘ 

The object of the Society is in- 
creasingly felt and promoted in every 
quarter of the globe, and new fields 
are continually opening for the dis- 

nsation of its bounty, by encourag- 
ing the establishment of Societies for 
perpetuating the distribution of the 
Holy Scriptures, by granting to them 
pecuniary aid at their establishment. 


AND 











and in the progress of printing large 
editions oft the Holy Scriptures — 
Among the Roman Catholics upon the 
continent large impressions of the 
New Testament have been circulated 
at the charge of the Society, as well 
as to Protestants situated in Catholic 
countries, which have been attended 
with the most beneficial results. 

The Auxiliary Societies in the 
United Kingdom, although much in- 
creased in number, continue their ope- 
rations with vigour, and, notwithstand- 
ing the past year has been one of pe- 
culiar distress, they have contributed 
to the Parent Institution no less than 
§2,027/ 9s. 8d. ; (upwards of 231,000 
dollars) and as their local wants be- 
come supplied with the Holy Scrip- 
tures, they progressively allot a con- 
siderable purtion of those contribu. 
tions to the general purposes of the 
Parent Institution, without requiring 
any return in Bibles and Testaments, 
thereby enabling them to promote 
more extensively the printing and cir- 
culation of the Holy Scriptures in 
countries destitute of the Word of 
Life.—The sum of 21,954/. 7s. 6d. has 
been received during the past year 
for Bibles and Testaments. The total 
net receipts was 84,040/. 17s. 4d. (up- 
wards of 374,000 dollars) and the net 
expenditure 89,230/. 9s. 9d. (almost 
400,000 dollars.) 

The total number of Bibles issued 
ae the year, ending the 3lst 
March last, was 92,259, and of Testa- 
ments 100,782; making the whole 
number issued by the Society exceed 
A MILLION. AND THREE QUAR- 
TERS of copies of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

Dr..Thorpe, of Dublin, mentioned 
a noted criminal lately executed in 
lreland, who had never seen a Bible 
till he saw it in his a little before 
his execution, th g his band 
upon it he said, “ lL possessed a. 
copy of this book ten years ago, I had 
not been here :” and he spent the. 
last minutes of his life in advising the 
spectators around him to procure a 
Bible, and to search diligently its con- 
tents. He stated that a desire to read 
the Scriptures was much on the in, 
crease among the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland, yet there were thousands of 
them who had not seen a Bible. 

Rey. Mr. Patterson, from Russia, 
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stated, that fifteen millions of Bibles 
were wanted for the Russian Empire. 
Formerly 2000 annually were thought 
enough : now 200,000 were not half 
enough. The great and good Alex- 
ander, besides the 10,000 rubles which 
he annually subscribes, has given a 
palace and gardens for the use of the 
Society,.and now promises to furnish 
both. 





NOBLE BENEFICEXCE. 

Tus Paris papers of Monday record 
a noble act of the Emperor of Russia : 
A German Clergyman at St. Peters- 
burg had procured a subscription of 
3000 rubles for the distressed inhab- 
itants of the Swiss Canton of Glaris, 
whose wretchedness is extreme. ‘The 
list of subscribers being shown to the 
Emperor, he enrolled himself among 
them for the sum of 100,000 rubles ; 
inscribing his name with his own 
hand, as if to shew the cordiality of 
the deed, and ordering that the 
should be paid immediately. This 
contribution is from his own purse ; 
there is no fund in Russia, out of 
which it can be paid, without affecting 
him. The amount is about 22,500/.— 
London paper. 

Count Romanzoff, a Russian noble. 
man, no less distinguished fur his em- 
inent talents than his great wealth, 
has lately undertaken several most pa- 
triotic projects, for the instruction and 
improvement of his countrymen. He 
has built four churches upon his es- 
tates for different sects ef Christians ; 
he has also, at his own expense, en- 
gaged and sent a vessel round the 
world on a voyage of discovery; he 
is also about to establish some schools 
on the recently discovered system of 
education, for the direction of which 
he has sent for a corepetent English 
instructer.—id. 


At the anniversary meeting, a short 
time since, of the “ British and For. 
eign School Society,” it appeared in 
the course of a most interesting re- 
port whiclr wag read of the p s8, 
which the system is making in all 
caquntries, that the late philanthropist, 
Mr. Re had transmitted to the 
society the noble donation of £3000 ; 
and that the pee riouc Mr. Owen, of 
Lanark, had also given £1000 to for- 
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ward the exertions of the Society for 
the benefit of a rising generation 7d. 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The Treasurer of the American Bi- 
ble Society acknowledges the receipt 
of 1352 doilars 15 cents during the 
month of July. ‘The following clergy- 
men have been made members for 
life by the payment of 30 dollars each, 
contributed generally by the ladies of 
their respective Societies. 

Rey. Charles H. Wharton, DD. 
rector of St. Mary’s Church, Burling- 
ton, N. J-; Rev John Keep, of Biand- 
ford; the Rev. Thomas Lyell, New- 
York, a director for life, 4150; Rev. 
Dr. Hezekiah Ripley, Green Parnis ; 
Rev. Noah Porter, Farmington, Con. ; 
Rev. John Mason Duncan, Baltimore ; 
Rev. Bennet Tyler, Southbury, Con ; 
Rev. Samuel Shepherd, Lenox, Mass. ; 
Rev. John Smith, Cooperstown, N. Y.; 
Rev. Samuel Willard, of Deerfield ; 
Rev. Dr. Joseph Strong, Norwich, 
Con.; Dr. John R. B_ Rogers, New- 
York ; J. B Laurence, £.lem, Mass.; 
Robert Hartshorn, of New-Jersey. 

Donations to the Biblical Library. 

By Mr. Z. S. Barstow, of Hamilton 
Collere—A Dutch Bible, 2vols 12mo, 
with cuts, and Psalms set to music. 
Amsterdam, 1778. 





THE *‘ SOCIETY FOR THE PROMO- 
TION OF THFOLOGICAL EDUCA- 
TION IN HARVARD UNIVERSITY” 


Hep their anniversary af the 
Athenzum, in Boston, August 26th, 
the day preceding Commencement ; 
when the following gentlemen were 
unanimously elected as officers for the 
ensuing year. 

President. 
Bev. John T. Kirkland, DD. LL. D. 
Vice-Presidents. 
Samuel Parkman, Esq. 
FYon. Israel Thornkike, and 
Hon. Peter C. Brooks. 


Rev. Francis Parkman, Rec. Sec’ry. 
Rev. Nath’. L Frothingham, Cor. do. 
Jonathan Phillips, Esq. Treasurer. 
James Savage, Esq. Vice-7reasurer. 
Directors. 
Rev. Dr. Porter, William Sullivan, 
Hon. Joseph Story, Joseph Hurd, 
Hon. D’l. A. White, James Perkins, 
Rey. Dr. Popkin, John Howe, and 
Phinehas Upham, Esq’rs. 
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Auditors. 

Thomas Wigglesworth, 

Samuel May, and Israel Munson, Esq’s, 
Trustees 

Hon. Benjamin Pickman, 

Hon. William Prescott, 

Hon, James. Lloyd, 

Hon. Josiah Quincy, and 

Andrew Ritchie, Esq. 

The annual Report of the Directors, 
embracing the state of the funds, the 
number of theolegical students, the 
system of instruction and discipline, 
aud the general progress made in the 
objects of the society, opened a very 
pleasing and encouraging prospect to 
the friends of the Institutiou. 

After the business of the meeting 
was transacted, the society proceeded 
to the New South Church, where 
prayers were offered by the Rev Pre- 
sident Kirkland, and a very judicious. 
and appropriate discourse was deliv- 
ered by Rev. Dr. Porter, of Roxbury, 
on the desizn and excellence of the 
Christian Ministry, as a means of re- 
ligious instruction Amos ii 1l1.— 
“And I raised up of your sons for 
prophets, and of your young men for 
Nazarites.” A collection was after- 
wards made in aid of the funds of the 
Society. 

We have much reason to congratu- 
late the friends of religion and of an 
enlightened ministry on the patronage, 
already given to this important Insti- 
tution ; and on the increased advan- 
tages it affords to the pursuit of theo- 
logical studies in the University. 





COLONIZATION OF FREE BLACKS. 


A meeting of the citizens of Phila. 
delpliia was held on the 6th of August, 
1817, at the State House, for the pur- 
pose of further considering the expe. 
diency of forming an Association, 
Auxiliary to American Society 
for Colonizing™the Free People of 
Colour of the United States,” when 

The Right Rev. Wiliam Whité, 
was chosen Chairman, and William 
Meredith, Secretary 

The proceedings of a former meet. 
ing, held on the 23d of July last, and 
the address of the Hon. Bushrod 
Washington, President of “ the Amer- 
ican Colonizing Society,” to the Peo- 
ple of the United States, having been 
read— 

Mr. Ralston stated, that Elias B. 











Caldwell, Esq. the Secretary of that 
Society, was present, and might pro- 
bably be able to give explanations and 
anformation, useful to the deliberations 
of this meeting Mr Caldwell, being 
Tequested, addressed the meeting. and 
took a full and satisfactory view of the 
plan of the Society, and of the reason- 
able probability of its success. 

Several Reverend Gentlemen of dif- 
ferent denominations, and others, ex- 
pressed their sentiments cogently and 
eloquently, in favour of a zealous and 
cordial co-operation with “ the Amer- 
ican Society,” towards the accom- 
plishment of their design ; and the 
meeting came to a Resolution to form 
themselves into a Society, to be called 
*‘The Philadelphia Society, Auxilia- 
ry to the American Society, for Colo- 
nizing the Free People of Colour of the 
United States.” A committee con- 
sisting of the Chairman and Secretary 
of this meeting, Mr. Jonah Thompson, 
the Kev. Dr. Staugliton, and Robert 
Ralston, and John Connelly, Esquires, 
were appointed to draught a Constitu- 
tion, to be submitted for consideration 
at the next meeting, and an adjourn- 
ment was then carried to Tuesday the 
12th, at 4 P. M. at the State House. 





At a meeting of the Maryland Aux- 
iliary Society for Colonizing the Free 
People of Colour of the United States, 
held in the first Presbyterian Church 
in Baltimore, on the 4th of August, 
the following officers were elected, 
who, agreeably to the constitution, 
furm the Board of Managers : 

President—Col John Edgar Howard 

Vice-Presidents—Gen. Robert Good- 
loe Harper, Gen. William Winder, 
Hon. Chief Justice Brice. 

Treasurer—Luke Tierman. 

Secretary——J Cole. 

Managers—The Rev Dr. Inglis, Dr. 
M'Dowell, Philip E Thomas, John B. 
Morris, John S. Smith, Dr. John C. 
Smith, Talbot Jones. 





From the Boston Recorder. 
HORRORS OF SLAVERY. 
Mr. WILLI1s, 

Tue insertion of the following in 
the Recorder, will oblige many of your 
readers; in particular J. K. 

“In the year 1739, the celebrated 
George Whitfield, thought it his duty 
te address a letter from Georgia, to 
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the inhabitants of Maryland, Virginia, 
and North and South Carolina. This 
letter was printed in the year above 
mentioned, and is in part as follows : 

** As I lately passed through your 
provinces in my way hither, I was sen- 
sibly touched with a fellow-feeling for 
the miseyes of the poor negroes. 
Whether it be lawful for Christians to 
buy slaves, and thereby encourage the 
nations from whom th + are bought 
to be at perpetual war with each other, 
I shall not take upon me to determine. 
Sure I am it is sinful, when they have 
bought them, to use them as bud as 
though they were brutes, nay worse ; 
and whatever particular exceptions 
there may be (as I would charitably 
hope there are some) I fear the ger. 
erality of you, who own negroes, are 
liable to such a charge ;'for your 
slaves, I believe, work as hard, if not 
harder than the horses whcreon you 
ride. These, after they have done 
their work, are fed and taken proper 
care of ; but many negroes when wea- 
ried with labour in your plantations, 
have been obliged to grind their corn 
after their return home. Your dogs 
are caressed and fondied at your table; 
but your slaves, who are frequently 
styled dogs or beasts, have not an 
equal privilege. They are scarce per- 
muted to pick up the crambs which 
fall from their master’s table _ Not to 
mention what numbers have been 
given up to the inhuman usage of crue! 
taskmasters, who, ky their unrelenting 
scourges have ploughed their backs. 
and made long furrows, and at length 
brought them even unto death When 
passing along I have viewed your 
plantations cleared and cultivated, 
many spacious houses built, and the 
owners of them faring sumptuonsly 
every day, my blood has frequently 
almost run cold within me, to consid- 
er how many of your slaves had neith- 
er convenient food to eat nor proper 
raiment to put on, notwithstanding 
most of the comforts you “enjoy were 
solely owing to their indefatigable la- 
bours.”— History of Abolition of Slave 
Trade, by T. Clarkson. 





ORDINATION. 

On the 11th June last, the Rev. 
Hart Talcott, was ordained to the 
pastoral charge of the first Church and 
Society in Killingworth, Con. The in- 
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troductory prayer was made by the 
Rev. John Elliot; a sermon on the 
reciprocal duties of ministers and peo- 
ple was delivered by the Rev. David 
D. Field, from 1 Thess. v. 12, 13.— 
** And we beseech you brethren, to 
know them which labour among you, 
and are over you in the Lord and ad- 
monish you, and to esteem them very 
highly in love for their work’s sake ; 
and be at peace among yourselves.” 
The Rev. Frederick W. Hotchkiss 
made the consecratinge prayer ; the 
Rev. William Lyman, D. D. gave the 
charge ; the Rev. Aaron Dutton gave 
the richt hand of fellowship ; the Rev. 
Joseph Vail delivered an address to 
the Church and Society, and the Rev. 
David Selden made the concluding 
prayer. . 





OBITUARY. 

Died in Boston, Francis C. Lowell, 
Esq. aged 42. He acquired the repu- 
tation of being one of the most useful 
men in the town. 

In Holliston, Mrs. Mary, wife of 
Rev. J. Wheaten. 

In Beverly, Mrs. Anna, wife of Hon. 
Israel Thorndike, of Boston. 

In Ballstown, N. Y. Rev. Dr Bow- 
den, Professor of Rhetoric in Colum- 
bia College. 

In Watertown, Hon. Amos Bond. 

In Keene, N. H. Hon. Ithamar Chase, 
aged 55. 

In Charleston, S. C. Right Rev. The- 
odore Dehon, D.D. aged 41. 

In Concord, N. H. Mary Chase—98. 





NOTICE OF NOAH WORCESTER, ESQ. 


Died at Hollis, N. H. Aug. 13th, 
Noah Worcester, Esq aged nearly 82. 
He was a descendant of the first min- 
ister of Salisbury in this state, and the 
youngest son of the Rev. Francis Wor- 
cester, formerly a minister of Sand- 
wich, Cape Cod. In that town he 
was born Oct. 4th, 1735. He remov. 
ed to Hollis in 1753, or nearly that 
time, and was upwards of 60 years a 
member of the church in that place. 
In the time of the revolutionary war 
he received a commission of Justice 
of the Peace, and by successive ap- 
/pointments was continued in that office 
till his decease. 

He had 16 children—7 by his first 
wife, four of whom are ministers of 
religion, and 9 by his surviving wid- 


ow. He had about 70 grand children, 
and upwards of 30 great grand chil. 
dren. 

His advantages for education in 
early life were inconsiderable. The 
powers of his mind however were nat- 
urally good, and were considerably 
improved by reading. He was bless. 
ed with a memory remarkably reten. 
tive, and this favour was continued to 
the close of life. 

At middle age he was afflicted with 
hypochondria, and was subject to 
those infirmities which are its usual 
concomitants. But in old age he was 
eminent for equanimity of temper and 
for patience under the various trials 
which he was called to endure. As 
he advanced towards the grave he ap- 
peared to grow in grace, and to wait 
for his great change. As by habitual 
contemplation he had become familiar 
with the awful event, he met the king 
of terrors without the appearance of 
trepidation or dismay 

He was naturally of an ardent tem- 


“per, and was very active in the Amer- 


ican Revolution—having no doubt of 
the justice of the cause on the part of 
this country, nor any question as to 
the propriety of settling controversies 
by the sword. But after the efforts 
tommenced for correcting public opin- 
ion on the subject of war, his * under- 
standing and his heart” most readily 
acquiesced in the attempts for its abo- 
lition. Since the commencement of 
the present year he with great satis- 
faction became a member of the Mas- 
sachusetts Peace Society. His be- 
reaved widow and his descendants 
have the consoling hope that he is 
gone to join a society where the pleas- 
ures of a pacific temper will never be 
interrupted. 

To say more would perhaps be im- 
proper for the Editor of the Christian 
Disciple ; but to have said less might 
have exposed him to the charge of in- 
sensibility. 


Candidates for the Ministry. 


Mr. Thomas Tracy, Cambridge. 
*« Jonathan P. Dabney, do. 
* Samuel Gilman, do. 
“ Thomas Savage, do. 
‘© 6P. Osgood. do. 
s¢ Alvan Lamson. do. 
* James Walker. do. 








